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Grammatically Speaking: Avoiding the Personal Prounoun “I”

PERSEVERANCE: 20 YEARS AND COUNTING

7KH�JHQHUDO�FRQYHQWLRQ�LQ�DFDGHPLF�ZULWLQJ�LV�WR�ZULWH�ZLWK�PLQLPDO�UHIHUHQFH�WR�\RXUVHOI �DV�DQ�DXWKRU��7KH�UHDVRQ�IRU�WKLV�
OLHV�LQ�D�WUDGLWLRQ�RI �QHHGLQJ�WR�SUHVHQW�\RXU�ZRUN�´REMHFWLYHO\µ��DV�WKH�ZRUN�RI �D�GLVSDVVLRQDWH�DQG�GLVLQWHUHVWHG��WKDW�LV��
XQELDVHG��UHVHDUFKHU��2QH�RI �WKH�IHDWXUHV�RI �DFDGHPLF�ZULWLQJ�LV�D�JHQHUDO�DEVHQFH�RI �WKH�ÀUVW�SHUVRQ�SURQRXQ�´,µ��7KLV�
FDQ�EH�GLIÀFXOW��DV�OHFWXUHUV�RIWHQ�VD\��´WHOO�PH�ZKDW�\RX�WKLQNµ��7KH\�GR�ZDQW�WR�NQRZ�ZKDW�\RX�WKLQN��EXW�SUHVHQWHG�DV�
D�UDWLRQDO��REMHFWLYH�DUJXPHQW��)RU�WKLV�UHDVRQ�ZH�DOVR�DYRLG�XVLQJ�HPRWLYH�ODQJXDJH��LQVWHDG�ZH�OHW�WKH�´IDFWVµ���RU�RXU�
UHDVRQHG�DUJXPHQW���PDNH�WKH�SRLQW�IRU�XV�

$FDGHPLF�ZULWLQJ�LV�IRUPDO�LQ�WRQH�DQG�PHDQW�WR�EH�
REMHFWLYH��XVLQJ�FLWHG�VRXUFHV�WR�VXSSRUW�DQ�DUJXPHQW�RU�
SRVLWLRQ��7KLV�DVVXPHV�WKH�IRFXV�LV�QRW�WKH�DXWKRU��EXW�
UDWKHU�WKH�ZULWLQJ��

Examples of  objective statements supported by fact:
´5HVHDUFK�VXJJHVWV�WKDW���µ�





ZRUN�KDV�EHHQ�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�WKH�$PHULFDQ�6RFLRORJLFDO�
5HYLHZ��&ULWLFDO�6RFLRORJ\��DQG�WKH�-RXUQDO�RI �5DFH�	�3XEOLF�
3ROLF\���6KH�KDV�SUHVHQWHG�KHU�ZRUN�DW�PDQ\�GLYHUVH�YHQXHV�
LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�DQQXDO�PHHWLQJ�RI �WKH�$PHULFDQ�6RFLRORJLFDO�
$VVRFLDWLRQ���6RFLDO�6FLHQFH�+LVWRU\�$VVRFLDWLRQ��
$VVRFLDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�6WXG\�RI �$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�/LIH�DQG�
+LVWRU\��DQG�WKH�1DWLRQDO�&RXQFLO�IRU�%ODFN�6WXGLHV��

%HOO�LV�DOVR�DQ�H[SHUW�LQ�WKH�DUHD�RI �IDFXOW\�WUDLQLQJ��
FXUULFXOXP�GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�WUDQVIRUPDWLRQ��DQG�KLJKHU�
HGXFDWLRQ�SROLF\�UHODWHG�WR�LVVXHV�RI �GLYHUVLW\��6KH�LV�DQ�
LQVWUXFWRU�IRU�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI �3LWWVEXUJK�3URYRVW·V�)DFXOW\�
'LYHUVLW\�6HPLQDU�DQG�KDV�SXEOLVKHG�RQ�WKH�VXEMHFW�RI �
WHDFKLQJ�DERXW�UDFH�

%HOO�ZDV�UHFHQWO\�KRQRUHG�E\�WKH�3LWWVEXUJK�1HZ�&RXULHU�
ZLWK�RQH�RI �WKHLU�´���8QGHU���µ�DZDUGV�KRQRULQJ�\RXQJ�
OHDGHUV�DQG�SURIHVVLRQDOV��%HOO�LV�DQ�DOXPQD�RI �WKH�)HGHUDO�
75,2�3URJUDPV��8SZDUG�%RXQG�DQG�0F1DLU�6FKRODUV�
3URJUDPV��8QLYHUVLW\�RI �0LQQHVRWD�7ZLQ�&LWLHV��DQG�ZDV�
WKH�UHFLSLHQW�RI �WKH�1DWLRQDO�75,2�$FKLHYHUV�$ZDUG�
LQ�������6KH�KDV�EHHQ�DZDUGHG�IHOORZVKLSV�IURP�WKH�
1DWLRQDO�+XPDQLWLHV�&HQWHU��WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI �&RQQHFWLFXW�
+XPDQLWLHV�,QVWLWXWH��DQG�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI �3LWWVEXUJK�
+XPDQLWLHV�&HQWHU��6KH�VHUYHV�RQ�WKH�FRXQFLO�RI �WKH�
$PHULFDQ�6RFLRORJLFDO�$VVRFLDWLRQ·V�6HFWLRQ�RQ�5DFLDO�DQG�
(WKQLF�0LQRULWLHV�DQG�VLWV�RQ�WKH�HGLWRULDO�ERDUGV�RI �5DFH�
DQG�6RFLDO�3UREOHPV��6RFLRORJLFDO�)RFXV��DQG�6RFLRORJ\�RI �
5DFH�DQG�(WKQLFLW\��

JR\FH�%HOO�LV�D�KLVWRULFDO�VRFLRORJLVW�ZKRVH�SULPDU\�ZRUN�
H[DPLQHV�WKH�LPSDFW�RI �WKH�%ODFN�3RZHU�0RYHPHQW�RQ�WKH�
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