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18th Annual Closing Symposium

On August 2, 2013, fourteen McNair and two EPSCoR 
Scholars will showcase their research þndings before 
family, friends, faculty and administration. The Closing 
Symposium will be held at the Wichita State Hughes 
Metropolitan Complex, from 8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. This 
event provides skill development in preparation for 
graduate study in the pursuit of  a doctoral degree.

Scholars representing various disciplines, commit to 200 
plus hours of  research, working with Wichita State fac-
ulty, learning research methodology, test design, 
literature searching and writing techniques. The 
following students will showcase their research: 

McNair Scholars
Kimberly Beltran 		  Robriana Cole 
Dr. Alex Chaparro		  Dr. Lisa Overholtzer
Psychology			   Anthropology

Sein Lengeju

			 
Dr. Christopher Rogers		  Dr. Natalie Grant
Biological Sciences			  Social Work		
				  
Zachary Pearson		  Joshua Palacios
Dr. Anil Mahapatro		  John Harrison
Industrial/Mechanical 		  Computer/Electrical
Engineering			 



Grammatically Speaking
Elements of Argument in Writing

According to Dartmouth College Institute for 
Writing and Rhetoric, a well deþned argument will 
include a thesis statement that declares the writer’s 
position of  a problem. From the authorõs prespective, 
a set of  clearly deþned premises must illustrate the line 
of  reasoning and show evidence of  the premises. The 
reader should be able to draw conclusions and be con-
vinced that the argument has been soundly and persua-
sively made. In order to assess if  an argument is valid, 
the following criteria are applied:

Toulmin’s Elements of  Argument
Stephen Toulmin, philosopher and educator, classiþed 
six elements of  argument that were based on moral 
reasoning. The þrst three elements are used to assess the 
validity of  an argument: 
Claim: What the writer is asserting or proposing. 
Grounds: Evidence that supports the writer’s claim. 
Warrant: Permits a piece of  evidence to stand in sup-
port of  a given claim. Though often comprised of  
widely-held beliefs and asumptions, this element must be 
used with caution.

In crafting an argument, the writer will want to make a 
claim, gather the evidence to convince the reader that 
the claim is valid and be sure that the evidence warrants 
the claim they are trying to make. The writer must also 
consider:

Is the evidence supressed? Evidence that doesn’t 
serve your argument must be reckoned with, not 
ignored. Make sure that you aren’t dismissing evidence 
that challenges or undermines your argument.

Has the evidence been manipulated? Sometimes we 
dig up information that can only loosely support our 
point of  view, but we need that information in order to 
make our argument stand. Is it fair to stretch the infor-
mation to suit our own purposes? Absolutely no, unless 
you acknowledge the stretch to the reader, and leave it to 
him to decide if  the stretch is a fair one.

Is there enough evidence? Review the main points of  
the argument and consider whether each point is con-
vincing based on the evidence alone. Do you þnd your-
self  relying on your rhetoric to make a point? If  you are, 
you may need to return to your sources for evidence.

Is there too much evidence? Take a look at your 
paper. Do the quoted passages outweigh your own 
prose? If  so, perhaps your argument has been buried 

under the arguments of  others.

Is the evidence current? Credible?
Make sure that your evidence comes from credible and 
current sources.

Is the evidence sufficient to warrant the claim? 
Consider why you believe the evidence to be sufþcient.  
Is that evidence based on research?  Scholarship?  Or is 
it based on an assumption or commonly held belief ? If  
the latter, you will need to bring this assumption into the 
light. Sometimes you’ll need to provide additional 
backing (Toulmin’s fourth element of  argument). The 
two remaining elements include qualifiers, which deter-
mine the conditions under which an argument is true, 
and rebuttal, which determines the conditions under 
which an argument is not true: important conditions to 
consider as well.

Does your argument have logical fallacies or mis-
takes in reasoning? Below are common fallacies to 
watch for:





Someone Like Me?

          	
Aprille Ericsson, Ph.D. 
Dr. Aprille J. Ericsson grew up in Brooklyn, NY, where she attended school through junior high. 
For high school, she was awarded a scholarship to attend Cambridge School of  Weston, MA. 
Ericsson attended the Massachusetts Institute of  Technology (MIT) and received a Bachelorõs of  
Science degree in Aeronautical and Astronautical Engineering in 1986. She was accepted into 
Howard University where she received her Masterõs (1991) and Ph.D. (1995) in Mechanical 
Engineering in Aerospace becoming the þrst women to receive a Ph.D. from Howard in the 
discipline. Ericsson’s graduate research focused on the development of  procedures for the design 

of  ôoptimal digital controllersõ for future large orbiting space structures. She has been a guest researcher at Radcliffe 
Institute at Harvard University and has a certiþcate for leadership and management from Johns Hopkins University.

A few of  Ericsson’s experiences include work as an Attitude Control Analyst, Proposal Manager and Instrument 
Systems Manager. Most recently she was the Instrument Manager for Gravity Extreme and Magnetism Small Explorer 
Mission, and Project Engineer for the Lunar Orbiter Laser Altimeter Instrumentñwhich will provide topographic data 
to map the lunar surface in preparation for future moon exploration. Currently, Ericsson is the ATLAS Deputy Instru-
ment Project Manager ð for the $300M orbiting laser altimeter instrument aboard the Ice, Cloud, and Land Elevation 
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