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The Care and Feeding of Flash Drives
                                                   by Barbara Kae

Flash drives are durable little marvels of technology. Instead of 
loading down your bookbag or arms with massive quantities of 
books and papers, formerly known as trees, a student’s arms 
DQG�VSLULW�DUH�OLJKWHU�PRYLQJ�ZLWK�RQO\�D�ÀDVK�GULYH�RU�WZR��
+RZHYHU��ÀDVK�GULYHV�GR�ZHDU�RXW��7KH\�KDYH�D�OLPLWHG�QXPEHU�
of write/erase cycles which can vary any where from 100,000 
WR���PLOOLRQ�F\FOHV��7KLV�WUDQVODWHV�LQWR�DERXW���WR���\HDUV�RI�
QRUPDO�XVH��,I�\RX�QRWLFH�\RXU�ÀDVK�GULYH�VORZLQJ�GRZQ�RU�RWKHU�DOWHUHG�EHKDYLRU��LW�
may be time to purchase a new one. If any doubt exists, transfer your data then throw 
it out. 

Flash drives are not designed to take serious abuse. Ken              
Pavlicek at WSU’s Help Desk said that some of the worse cases he 
KDV�NQRZQ�LQYROYHG�OHDYLQJ�WKH�ÀDVK�GULYH�H[SRVHG�WR�GLUHFW�VXQ�RQ�
a car’s dashboard, accidentally spraying one with pepper spray oil, 
and running over one with a car. One of the most common abuses        
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�0U��3DYOLFHN�LV�WKURZLQJ�ÀDVK�GULYHV�DURXQG�ZLWK�RQ�D�NH\�

ULQJ��7KH�VHPLFRQGXFWRU�WUDQVLVWRUV�FDQ�RQO\�VXUYLYH�VR�PXFK�WUDXPD��7KH�GDWD�PD\�EH�
UHFRYHUHG�IURP�D�GDPDJHG�ÀDVK�GULYH�EXW�LW¶V�H[SHQVLYH�DQG�FRXOG�UXQ�LQWR�����¶V�RI�
dollars. In this case, a little care can prevent a big bite out of your wallet.

Do’s
���8VH�D�ÀDVK�GULYH�IRU�LWV�LQWHQGHG�SXUSRVH�
ZKLFK�LV�FRS\LQJ�¿OHV�EHWZHHQ�FRPSXWHUV�
���.HHS�WUDFN�RI�\RXU�ÀDVK�GULYH¶V�ORFDWLRQ�
and keep it secure.
���5HPHPEHU�WR�WDNH�LW�ZLWK�\RX�
4. Carry it in a protected environment.
���+DYH�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�ÀDVK�GULYH�
6. Do keep data stored on several devices 
in several secure locations.
���%H�NLQG�WR�\RXU�ÀDVK�GULYH��$YRLG�DEXVH�
���&DOO�WKH�+(/3�GHVN�IRU�DGYLFH���������

Don’t’s
���5HPRYH�ÀDVK�GULYH�IURP�86%�SRUW�XQWLO�
“safely remove hardware” prompt shows.
2. Have only one copy of your thesis on 
ÀDVK�GULYH���.HHS�DW�OHDVW�RQH�SDSHU�FRS\��
��� /HDYH� VHQVLWLYH� LQIRUPDWLRQ� RQ� LW�� OLNH�
passwords, bank accounts, kids’ photos,          
DSSOLFDWLRQV�� DGGUHVVHV�� DQG� FRQ¿GHQWLDO���������
information from work or clients.
4. Leave connected to computer when   
¿QLVKHG�WUDQVIHUULQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
���6WRUH�GDWD�RQ�ÀDVK�GULYH�SHUPDQHQWO\��
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$QWLFLSDWLRQ��$�6XFFHVV�7RRO 
  by Barbara Kae

	 $QWLFLSDWLRQ�LV�D�VNLOO�WKDW�HYHU\�VWX-
dent should develop. Merriam-Webster’s on-
OLQH� GLFWLRQDU\� SURYLGHV� VHYHUDO� GH¿QLWLRQV�
of  anticipation. ���D�SUHFHGLQJ�DFWLRQ�WKDW���
SUHYHQWV�D�ODWHU�DFWLRQ�����WR�ORRN�IRUZDUG��
���SODQQLQJ�KRZ�PRQH\�LV�XVHG�EHIRUH�LW�LV�
LQ�KDQG�����YLVXDOL]LQJ�WKH�RXWFRPH�RI�D�IX-
ture event. By using anticipation effectively 
a student can increase his/her success in 
college and at home.
	

	 7KH�¿UVW�GH¿QLWLRQ�LPSOLHV�D�SUHYHQ-
tative measure. For example, when prepar-
ing to present a powerpoint in class, the 
student brings his/her presentation on a 
ÀDVK�GULYH��D�'9'��DQG�KDV�D�SDSHU�SULQW-
RXW�RI�WKH�VOLGHV��7DNLQJ�WKHVH�H[WUD�FRSLHV�
of the presentation insures that the power-
point will be presented in spite of possible 
WHFKQLFDO�SUREOHPV�RU�D�SRZHU�IDLOXUH��7KH�
ability to think beyond the main event (the 
SUHVHQWDWLRQ��DQG�DQWLFLSDWH�ZKDW�PLJKW�LQ-
terfere with its success, allows the student 
to be successful under most conditions.

comes into play when thinking about the 
entire year’s worth of income and spending. 
Developing a viable spending plan should 
be a priority to earmark enough funds for 
tuition, fees, food, housing, transportation, 
entertainment, and your sister’s birthday 
present which arrives at the same time ev-
HU\�\HDU��7KH�VXFFHVVIXO�VWXGHQW�QHHGV�WR�
expand this idea to include how to avoid 

current debt, how to pay for 
school loans after gradua-
tion, and what kind of in-
come can he/she expect to 
make in his/her chosen ca-

reer in the location they have chosen to 
live. Planning how money will be used be-
fore it is available allows a student to have 
all of the necessities for school and living 
expenses, as well as some of the extras.	

	 $WKOHWHV�XVH�D�WHFKQLTXH�RI�YLVXDOL]D-
tion for future events. Basketball players 
visualize the ball sinking into the hoop at
WKH�IUHH�WKURZ�OLQH��7KRXJKW�EHIRUH�DFWLRQ

enhances the shot. Students can use this 
same visualization technique to “see” them-
selves taking a successful test or writing a 
great term paper or walking at graduation. 
9LVXDOL]DWLRQ� LV� RQO\� KDOI� RI� WKH� HTXDWLRQ��
WKH�RWKHU�KDOI�LV�KDUG�ZRUN��$�VWXGHQW�ZKR�
studies, reads, and prepares every day for 
a course, knows the class syllabus, and at-
tends every class has an important advan-
tage in his/her college career. 

	 $QWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�DOO�LWV�IRUPV�FDQ�WDNH�
D�VWXGHQW�LQWR�D�VXFFHVVIXO�UHDOLW\��7KLV�VNLOO�
takes work, dedication, and practice but 
WKH� UHZDUGV� DUH� JUHDW�� $QG� ZKDW� FDQ� EH�
more pleasurable than the sweet taste of 
success?

	 7KH� VHFRQG� GH¿QLWLRQ� ³WR� ORRN� IRU-
ward” is more than it seems. It takes into 
account the entire action and its conse-
TXHQFHV�$Q�H[DPSOH�ZRXOG�EH�SODQQLQJ�DQ�
event. Most people focus only on the pre-
planning. Successful people are just as in-
volved in the event while it is happening so 
they can adjust the details to make it more 
HIIHFWLYH��7KH�ODVW�SDUW�LQYROYHV�HYDOXDWLRQ��
7KLV�PLJKW�EH�IRUPDO�ZLWK�D�TXHVWLRQQDLUH�
or informal by just noting who and what 
ZRUNHG�ZHOO�DQG�WKHQ�¿OLQJ�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
to access for the next time. In this way an-
ticipation becomes a process to success. 

	 Money is a concern especially at the 
beginning of each semester and, of course,
ZKHQ�LW¶V��WLPH�WR��EX\��OXQFK���$QWLFLSDWLRQ�

$Q�LQWHQVH�DQWLFLSDWLRQ�LWVHOI�WUDQVIRUPV�SRVVLELOLW\�LQWR�UHDOLW\��4XRWH�E\�6DPXHO�6PLOHV������
Scottish author, 1812-1904
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The mission is to provide necessary training 
and support that will enable eligible Veterans

to successfully enter into college
or any other post-secondary institution.
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