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BEATING THE ODDS, PROPELLING OUR NATION’S HEROES FORWARD  MAY 21ST , 2020 

Forty-five years ago, on April 30, 1975, 
the Vietnam War was brought to a very 
bitter end as Communist North 
Vietnamese and Viet Cong forces 
captured the South Vietnamese capital 
of Saigon and forced South Vietnam to 
surrender.    

After the United States began to 
withdraw support, South Vietnam was 
left in a weakened position and unable 
to defend themselves against North 
Vietnam. But in the weeks prior to 
Saigon’s fall, the U.S. had begun efforts 
to evacuate Americans and  South 
Vietnamese orphans and refugees from 
Saigon. On April 29 and 30, the U.S. 
made a frenetic last attempt to rescue 
all remaining Americans and as many 

Vietnamese as possible via helicopter 
from the U.S. Embassy. However, 
thousands of South Vietnamese 
desperate to escape were left stranded 
outside the embassy.   

This was a tough mission, to say the 
least. The conditions were deplorable. 
The orders were impossible. Our men 
lost leaders, battle buddies, and 
witnessed unspeakable acts. The anti-
war protests on the U.S. home front 
were impassioned and consuming, and 
our veterans did not receive a warm 
welcome home. 

Today, we honor all our veterans and 
endeavor to understand the conditions 
they face and the sacrifices they made.   
We can never make up for the way our 
Vietnam veterans were treated upon 
their return, but today, and every day, 
we can honor our Vietnam veterans for 
their service, their 
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Passageways Road Home 5K 
Saturday, 27June20   
Meet at the parking lot across from 
the Mid-America All-Indian Center 
at 919 N. Seneca

 
�x Visit booths of multiple 

Veteran Service Providers 
�x Presentation of the Colors 

Ceremony by the 184th ARN 
�x Free Breakfast Burritos  

from Bomb BBQ  
�x Free refreshments from 

Fairmount Coffee 
�x R
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