The audience was standing on their feet cheering for what
seemed like a minute or more. As the evening’s honoree
stepped up to the microphone, he felt his legs shake. He
had not considered that the 200 people in attendance would
nd his life story so compelling.

Kapkeo Souriya, his wife Sisana, and their ve daughters
(Vannapha, Vanphasong, Phourasami, Panomsone, and



and, Lorene Berg, assistant director of Upward Bound Math
Science Center. Earlier in the evening, Kiana Knolland,
former Kansas Kids @ GEAR UP participant, was honored
as well. In addition, Provost Richard Muma, Ph.D., Vice
President for Diversity and Community Engagement
Marche Fleming-Randle, Ph.D., Mayor Je Longwell, and
Colvin addressed the audience.
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