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For 10 years, WSU’s Communication 
Upward Bound (CUB) has a�orded an 
extraordinary opportunity to hundreds 
of area high school students in their 
pursuit of academic excellence while 
preparing for postsecondary education.

For students who express an interest in 
the �eld of communication, along with 
providing core services in academic 
tutoring and advising, CUB, in 
partnership with WSU’s Elliott School 
of Communication has given students 
a front seat to the myriad of careers in 
communication that are social, mobile, 
visual and global.

Target high schools include North, 
Northwest, South, Southeast, East, West 
and Heights. A four-year plan is created 
for each student. Beginning in the 
freshmen year, students are informed of 

high school courses required by colleges, 
encouraged to manage each year, and be 
aware of courses needed each semester 
in preparation for graduation and 
college.

Core program services include: 
ACT/SAT prep, tutoring, �nancial 
literacy and advising, campus visits, 
and opportunities to enhance non-
cognitive skills. During the academic 
year, students participate in monthly 
Saturday workshops. In the summer, 
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TRIO Disability Support Services 
(DSS) at Wichita State has been in 
existence since 2001. �e goal of the 
program is to increase college retention 
and graduation rates for students with 
learning, physical and psychological 
disabilities. DSS is one of the �rst TRIO 
programs designed speci�cally for 
students with disabilities in the state and 
is currently one of only 56 programs of 
its kind across the nation. 
 
Program services include academic 
advising with course selection and 
degree planning, personal counseling, 
individualized tutoring, career 
exploration, study and life skills 
workshops, �nancial aid advice, grant 
aid and scholarships, economic literacy 
and instruction, computer lab usage, 
graduate school information and 
selection, textbook and calculator loan 

program, campus and community 
involvement.  
   
�e sta� informs faculty, sta�, students 
and community members on program 
services and educates constituents 
on e�ectively assisting students with 
disabilities.  
  
Program students utilize the adaptive 
computer lab equipment and tutors 
to assist them with undergraduate 
coursework. Students also checkout 
instructional videos from the program’s 
study skills library.  
  
�e annual student recognition 
ceremony celebrates and acknowledges 
the achievements of program students, 
tutors, graduates and scholarship 
recipients. Support from WSU 
administrators, faculty, sta�, and 
community leaders are also highlighted. 

Disability 
Support 
Services

(316) 978-5949
wichita.edu/dss

Contact:

Kayleen Hallberg, Kegan Clark, Vanessa Souriya-Mnirajd (director), Mercedes Lubbers-Payne• 
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(316) 978-7800
wichita.edu/eoc
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In August 2015, Wichita State 
University was awarded a seven-year 
statewide GEAR UP grant from the U.S. 
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McNair 
Scholars
Program

(316) 978-3139
wichita.edu/mcnair

Contact:

2017-2018 
Highlights

The McNair Scholars Program is 
federally funded and designed to 
provide research and scholarly activities 
that promote the acquisition of a 
doctoral degree for �rst generation, 
low-income and underrepresented 
college students. �e program began 
in 1989 and is named a�er Ronald E. 
McNair, PhD to increase the number 
of minorities pursuing teaching and 
administrative careers in higher 
education. While working on laser 
physics at the Hughes Research 
Laboratory, McNair was accepted into 
the NASA astronaut program and was 
the second African-American to �y in 
space. During McNair’s second mission, 
the Space Shuttle Challenger exploded 
90 seconds into its �ight, killing all 
seven crewmembers.   

In 1995, Wichita State received funding 
from the U.S. Department of Education 
to begin the McNair Scholars Program. 
�e program provides services to 
ensure that participants graduate with 
bachelor’s degrees and enter graduate 
programs that lead to doctoral degrees. 
�e program serves 28 students each 
year. 

Core Program Services  
• Writing skills development and 

tutoring  
• Research methods course  
• Faculty-led seminars, graduate 

preparation seminars and research 
assembly meetings  

• Personalized mentoring from faculty  
• GRE preparation  
• Graduate school campus visits  

LaWanda Holt-Fields (director), Ashley Cervantes, Neshia Greene



My most satisfying 
experience as director 
of Communication 
Upward Bound is 
watching student 
participants with very 
little self-con�dence 
catch �re and realize 
that continuing their 
education beyond 
high school can help 
insure their futures.

�e TRIO/GEAR UP 
programs provide 
academic support 
for individuals who 
do not have those 
supports in their 
lives. �is becomes 
crucial in terms of 



�e most satisfying 
experience being a 
director is seeing the 
growth of students 
and the commitment 
of my sta� to help 
them succeed. 

Students I worked 
with from my 
days with Upward 
Bound are lawyers, 
doctors, teachers, and 
entrepreneurs. It is 
an incredible feeling 
knowing how far 
they came and how 
much they overcame. 
�ey inspire me 
daily and remind me 
that the work I do is 
important. 

My most satisfying 
experience as a 
director has been 
increasing the 
number of students 
in foster care that 
graduated from high 
school and went to 
college.

Empowering students 
to advocate for 
themselves and their 
education is the 
greatest bene�t TRIO/
GEAR UP provides.

It’s imperative that the 
programs continue 
because there is a 
real need to assist 
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The TRIO Student Support Services 
(SSS) Program at Wichita State 
University (WSU) is funded by the 
U.S. Department of Education to serve 



10

Talent
Search

Since 1977, students attending 
targeted schools in USD 259 have 
experienced exceptional services 
provided by the TRIO Talent Search 
Program hosted by Wichita State. �e 
program provides academic services to 
middle school and high school students 
to aid in their retention, graduation, 
enrollment in postsecondary 
institutions, and completion of college 
educational programs.

Program sta� selected 1,165 low income 
and potential �rst-generation college 
students for program participation and 
provided information to students on 
college admissions, �nancial literacy, 
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Upward 
Bound
Empowerment

Upward Bound Empowerment is 
a comprehensive, year-round college 
preparatory program with an emphasis 
on identifying and serving foster care 
students. 

�e program began in October 2017 
with the mission to assist low-income, 
�rst-generation college-bound high 
school students in their e�orts to 
successfully complete their secondary 
education while preparing them to 
become college graduates. Upward 
Bound Empowerment’s program 
o�erings include a supportive academic 
year program as well as a summer 
college experience. 

Program services and activities are 
designed for the following areas: 
academic enhancement, career 
exploration, �nancial literacy, leadership 

building, cultural enrichment, 
volunteer opportunities and life skills 
development. 
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Veterans Upward Bound (VUB) is 
hosted by Wichita State and provides 
a wide array of educational services to 
qualifying veterans in the target area. 

Services include �nancial literacy, 
tutoring, workshops, counseling, 
and academic and career planning. 
Program sta� also refer participants to 
university departments, programs and 
community-based agencies. 

�e program assists participants by 
identifying their academic needs and 
developing a plan of support that 
addresses the following: 

• Assessment of academic skills 
• Basic skills development  
• Postsecondary enrollment 
• College retention and completion 
• Improving English and math skills 
• Strategies for study skills and test 

taking 
• Assistance in applying for �nancial 

aid, scholarships and GI Bill funding 
• Computer basic skills  

(316) 978-6742
wichita.edu/vub
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