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Benjamin James Kirby, Ph.D., CCC-A 
Associate Professor of Audiology 

Department of Communication Sciences and Disorder 
Wichita State University, Wichita, KS  

Phone: (316)-978-3271   benjamin.kirby@wichita.edu 
 
EDUCATION 

Ph.D. in Speech and Hearing Science, University of Iowa, 2014 
Doctorate of Audiology, University of Iowa, 2010  
M.A. in Audiology, University of Iowa, 2009  

Assistant Professor of Audiology 
 Wichita State University, Wichita, KS 
  2021-2024 

Assistant Professor of Audiology 
 University of North Texas, Denton, TX 
  2019-2021 

Assistant Professor of Audiology 
 Illinois State University, Normal, IL 
  2016-2019 

Post-doctoral Fellow, Audibility, Perception, and Cognition Lab 
Boys Town National Research Hospital, Omaha, NE 

2014-2016 
Supervisor: Ryan McCreery, PhD 

 
PUBLICATIONS 

Kirby, B., & Sullivan, M. (2023). Reliability of spectral-temporal ripple tests in 
children. JASA Express Letters, 3(4). 
 
Ronney, A., Kirby, B. (2021) “Service-Learning in Audiology: A Critical Review”. 
Perspectives of the ASHA Special Interest Group, 1-12. 
 
Brennan, M.A., Browning, J.M., Spratford, M., Kirby, B., McCreery, R.W. (2021) 
“Influence of aided audibility on speech recognition performance with frequency 
composition for children and adults”. International Journal of Audiology, 1
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Jorgensen, E.J., McCreery, R., Kirby, B., Brennan, M. (2020) “Effect of level on 
spectral-ripple detection threshold for listeners with normal hearing and hearing 
loss”. JASA, 148(2), 908-917. 
 
Kirby, B. Spratford, M., Klein, K., McCreery, R.W. (2019) “Cognitive abilities 
contribute to spectro-temporal discrimination in children who are hard of 
hearing”. Ear and Hearing, 40(3), 645-650. 
 
Kirby, B., Kopun, J., Spratford, M., Mollak, C., Brennan, M., McCreery, R. (2017) 
“Listener performance with a novel hearing aid frequency lowering technique”. 
Journal of the American Academy of Audiology, 28(9), 810-822.  
 
Klein, K., Walker, E., Kirby, B., McCreery, R. (2017) “Vocabulary facilitates speech 
perception in children with hearing aids”. Journal of Speech, Language, and 
Hearing Research, 60(8), 2281-2296. 
 
McCreery, R.W., Spratford, M., Kirby, B., & Brennan, M. (2017) “Individual 
differences in language and working memory affect children’s speech 
recognition in noise”. International Journal of Audiology, 56(5), 306-315.  
 
McCreery, R.W., Walker, E.A., Spratford, M., Kirby, B., Oleson, J.J., & Marc 
Brennan, M. (2016) “Stability of audiometric thresholds for children with hearing 
aids applying the AAA Pediatric Amplification Guidelines: Implications for 
Safety”. Journal of the American Academy of Audiology, 27(3), 252-263. 
 
Kirby, B., Browning, J., Brennan, M., Spratford, M., & McCreery, R. (2015) 
“Spectro-temporal modulation detection in children”. JASA-Electronic Letters, 
138(5), EL465-EL468. 
 
Brown, C.J., Jeon, E.K., Abbas, P.J., Chiou, L-K., Kirby, B., Etler, C., Karsten, S.A., & 
Turner, C.W. (2015) “Cortical Auditory Evoked Potentials recorded from nucleus 
hybrid cochlear implant users”. Ear and Hearing, 36(6), 727-732.   
 
Kirby, B., Brown, C.J. (2015) “Effects of Nonlinear Frequency Compression on 
ACC Amplitude and Listener Performance”. Ear and Hearing, 36(5), e261-e270. 
 
Kirby, B., Etler, C., O’Brien, S., Abbas, P.J. & Brown, C.J. (2012) “Relationships 
between Electrically Evoked Potentials and Loudness Growth in Bilateral 
Cochlear Implant Users”. Ear and Hearing, 33(3), 389-398. PMCID: PMC3330158, 
NIHMSID: NIHMS335162. 
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Kirby, B., Kopun, J., Tan, H., Neely, S.T. & Gorga, M.P. (2011) “Do “Optimal” 
Conditions Improve Distortion Product Otoacoustic Emission Test Performance?” 
Ear and Hearing, 32(2), 230-237. PMCID: PMC3365508, NIHMSID: NIHMS374880. 
 

PUBLICATIONS IN REVIEW 
 
BOOK CHAPTERS 

 
GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIP SUPPORT 
 Funded 
 TSHFoundation President’s Research Award 

TITLE: “Impact of Psychophysical Paradigm on Spectral Ripple Threshold in 
Children” 
PI: Benjamin James Kirby, Ph.D.  
FUNDED: 2/22/2020-12/31/2022 ($1,300 total) 

 
Illinois State University New Faculty Initiative Grant 
TITLE: “Resilience to Loss of Auditory Spectral Detail in Children” 

 PI: Benjamin James Kirby, Ph.D. 
 FUNDED: 7/1/2017-6/30/2018 ($3,500 total) 
 

NIH/NIDCD F32 (1F32DC015159-01A1).  Ruth L. Kirschstein National Research 
Service Award for Individual Postdoctoral Fellows. 
TITLE: “Development of Spectral Resolution in Children”. 
PI: Benjamin James Kirby, Ph.D. 
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Normal Hearing and Sensorineural Hearing Loss. Poster presented at the 
American Auditory Society Annual Meeting, Scottsdale, AZ, March 2-4. 
 
Kirby, B., Klein, K., Spratford, M., McCreery, R. (2016). Relationships of Cognitive 
Abilities to Spectro-Temporal Ripple Threshold. Poster presented at the 
American Auditory Society Annual Meeting, Scottsdale, AZ, March 3-5. 
 
Klein, K., Walker, E., Spratford, M., Kirby, B., McCreery, R. (2016). Vocabulary 
facilitates speech perception in children with hearing aids. Poster presented at 
the American Auditory Society Annual Meeting, Scottsdale, AZ, March 3-5. 
 
Kirby, B., Browning, J., Brennan, M., Spratford, M., & McCreery, R. (2015). 
Spectral resolution and speech recognition in noise for children with hearing 
loss. Poster presented at the 169th Meeting of the Acoustical Society of America, 
Pittsburgh, PA, May 18-22. 
 
Kirby, B. (2015). Developmental and cognitive influences on children’s listening 
performance. Podium talk at the American Auditory Society Annual Meeting, 
Scottsdale, AZ, March 5-7. 
 
Browning, J., Brennan, M., Spratford, M., Kirby, B., & McCreery, R. (2015). 
Audibility and spectral resolution influence performance and preference for 
frequency composition. Poster presented at the American Auditory Society 
Annual Meeting, Scottsdale, AZ, March 5-7. 

 
Kirby, B., Abbas, P.J. & Brown, C.J. (2014). Effects of nonlinear frequency 
compression on cortical potentials and perception. Poster presented at the 
American Auditory Society Annual Meeting, Scottsdale, AZ, March 5-7. 
(Mentored Student Research Award Winner). 
 
Kirby, B. (2012). Evaluating the effects of hearing aid frequency compression. 
Education Exhibiting Session Presentation at Iowa Speech-Language Hearing 
Association Convention, Iowa City, IA, October 25. 
 
Kirby, B., Abbas, P.J. & Brown, C.J. (2012). Verification of frequency compression 
parameters using the auditory change complex. Poster presented at the 
American Auditory Society Annual Meeting, Scottsdale, AZ, March 8-10. 
(Mentored Student Research Award Winner). 
 
Etler, C., Brown, C.J. Kirby, B., Fleener, 
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Jeon, E., Brown, C.J., Chiou, L.K., Kirby, B. & Abbas, P.J. (2011). Cortical auditory 
evoked change responses in school-aged children. Poster presented at the 13th 
Symposium on Cochlear Implants in Children, Chicago, IL, July 14-16.  
 
Jeon, E., Brown, C.J., Chiou, L.K., Kirby, B. & Abbas, P.J. (2010). Using musical 
stimuli to record cortical auditory evoked potentials. Poster presentation at 
Objective Measures in Auditory Implants - 6th International Symposium, St. Louis, 
MO, September 22-25.  

 
 Kirby, B., Etler, C., O’Brien, S., Abbas, P.J. & Brown, C.J. (2010). 

“Electrophysiological measures as indicators of equal loudness in bilateral 
cochlear implant users”. Poster presented at Objective Measures in Auditory 
Implants - 6th International Symposium, St. Louis, MO, Sept. 22-25. 

  
 Silberer, A., R. Scheperle, Fleener, R., Etler, C., Brown, C.J., Abbas, P.J., Jeon, E., 

Chiou, L.K., Kirby, B., Mussoi, B. & O’Brien, S. (2010). “Cortical auditory evoked 
responses recorded from cochlear implant users: Data from Iowa”. Poster 
presented at Objective Measures in Auditory Implants – 6th International 
Symposium, St. Louis, MO, Sept. 22-25. 

  
 Bentler, B., Kirby, B., & Stiles, D. (2010). Impact of digital noise reduction on 
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Speech Perception (Spring 2020, 2021) 
Pediatric Audiology (Spring 2020, 2021) 
Cochlear Implants (Fall 2019, 2020) 
Speech & Hearing Science (Fall 2019) 
Assistant Professor, Illinois State University 
Pediatric Audiology (Fall 2016, 2017, 2018) 
Advanced Pediatric Aural Rehabilitation (Spring 2017, 2018) 
Advanced Pediatric Audiology (Spring 2019) 
Implantable Auditory Prostheses (Fall 2017, Spring 2019) 
Auditory Processing and Disorders (Spring 2018, Fall 2018) 
Introduction to Aural Rehabilitation Training (Fall 2017, 2018; Spring 2018, 2019) 
Introduction to Audiology (Summer 2017, 2018) 
Instructor, University of Nebraska Omaha 
Aural Rehabilitation (Fall 2015) 
Instructor, University of Iowa 
Auditory Evoked Potentials (Spring 2013) 
Graduate Teaching Assistant, University of Iowa 
Instrumentation and Calibration (Spring 2008) 
Systems and Signal Theory (Fall 2007) 

 
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 

Graduate Research Assistant, Electrophysiology Lab, University of Iowa 
 Summer 2008 – 






