




Proposal for a First-Year Seminar at WSU 
Rationale 

Missing from the WSU first-year experience is a required common experience that engages student in 
meaningful relationships with their peers, faculty, and the campus community. Seminars of this type are 
meant to engage students in intellectual discourse in small classes taught by faculty, who have a deep 
subject matter knowledge and a passion for a topic.  

First-year seminars:  

• Connect students to a subject matter that is academically engaging and challenging.  
• Feature topics that often take an interdisciplinary approach to subject material.  
• Provide an opportunity for faculty members to engage with a small group of students (limited to  



• Effectively write and speak  
• Employed analytical reasoning and problem-solving techniques  
• Developed fundamentals of information literacy and library research  
• Developed an appreciation for diversity  

2  

First-year seminars will be assessed through the AAC&U writing rubric; National Survey of Student 
Engagement  

Course Development  

Faculty will propose seminar courses and route it through the regular curriculum change process. Each 
seminar will receive:  

• The first time the course is offered: 
o  





 





 


