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DIRECTOR'S NOTE

About the Production

First, it is such an honor to be a part of the Wichita State University



DIRECTOR'S NOTE

Richard Biever (Director) is beyond thrilled to join the amazing
faculty at WSU as Assistant Professor of Musical Theatre. And he is
overjoyed to be directing his first show here. He is especially grateful for
the new Musical Theatre Incubator Program, which provides funds to
work on a new musical every year. Prior to moving to Wichita in early
August, Rich and his family were in State College, PA, where he was
Assistant Teaching Professor of Graduate Directing and Musical Theatre
at Penn State. He also had his own professional theatre company called
FUSE Productions, where he directed many shows. Among his favorites
were Sunday in the Park with George, Assassins, Parade, Camelot, and
Fun Home. He has also directed off-Broadway and at 54 Below in NYC.
His music direction credits include the national and international tours of
Little Shop of Horrors and the European tour of West Side Story. His
wife Heidi is helping to develop a musical theatre education program for
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Jonathan Banks, Cat Sanders, Lucas
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"Would You Believe" Maggie
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"God's Honest Truth" Ensemble
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Katie, Maggie, Ensemble
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Leah
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Maggie and Elisha



CREW WHO'S WHO

Jonathan Banks

Jonathan Banks (Ensemble) is elated to be making his musical theatre
debut at Wichita State University! Previous credits

include Descendants the Musical (Wichita Heights High), The Little
Mermaid (CYTheatre), and Twelfth Night (Music Theatre Wichita).
Pursuing a BFA in Performing Arts-Musical Theatre, Jonathan

is a member of Shockappella and the Black Student Union. Jonathan's
mission statement
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CREW WHO'S WHO

Sophie Pickett

Sophie Pickett (Ensemble/Lily/Katie understudy) is so excited to be a
part of this brand new musical! Sophie is a junior at Wichita State
University, credits include (Keepers of the Flame) and (The 25th
Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee). Sophie would like to thank her
family and her cast of friends for making this show so special. Come
catch her in The Crown Holiday Spectacular at The Crown Uptown
Theater and Pippin here at WSU later this season! @sophiagpickett

Francie Robu

Francie Robu (Katie Fox) is thrilled to have the opportunity to perform
with Wichita State University. She was most recently seen in Noises
Off (Newton Community Theatre), Urinetown (Newton High School),
and David and Lisa (Newton High School). Francie is a Sophomore at
WSU and is majoring in Musical Theatre and English Lit.

Cat Sanders

Cat Sanders (Ensemble) is so incredibly excited for their first show
with Wichita State University! Previous shows include Little Women,
She Kills Monsters, and Singing in the Rain, all with Shawnee Mission
Northwest High School. Cat is pursuing a BFA in Performing Arts-
Musical Theatre with a minor in Creative Writing.

Ben Schwartz

Ben Schwartz (Elisha) is thrilled to be making his Wichita State
University theatre debut. Previous credits include Songs for a New
World (St. Olaf Colleg5so inp73Tda3/Pattern cs/P86.37F5r8 Tt8.03 WHO'S



CREW WHO'S WHO

Carter Stelting

Carter B Stelting (Ensemble/Elisha understudy) is performing his first
show here at Wichita State University. He is studying musical theatre
and vocal performance. He has participated in theatre regionally, and
professionally in Kansas City. Carter also sings with Shockappella as
the vocal percussionist & is actively on the cheerleading team here at
WSU. Carter gives God all the glory.

Christian Watkins

Christian Watkins (Ensemble) is making his Wichita State University
theatre debut. Previous credits include The Pajama Game (Butler),
Sherwood (Butler), and A Christmas Carol (Butler). Christian is a
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2022-23 SCHOLARSHIPS & DONORS

JAMES & CATHERINE BUCK
FINE ARTS SCHOLARSHIP
Thomas Yambo-Rios

David Kellam

Dylan Lindsey

Rae Oquendo

PERFORMING ARTS ANGELS
Andrae Carter

Caitlin Sanders

Mark Barlow

JULIAENNE W. MASTERS
THEATRE SCHOLARSHIP
Adia Tolbert

MILLER TRUST FINE ARTS



2022-23 SCHOLARSHIPS & DONORS

PERFORMING ARTS ANGELS
The Performing Arts Angels exist to provide educational and training opportunities for talented
dance, musical theatre, and theatre (performance and design/tech) students in the School of
Performing Arts - opportunities not funded through the state or university.

The School of Performing Arts faculty, staff, and students recognize and deeply appreciate all
your financial support. It allows us to fulfill our mission to educate and train students for a career
in the arts and entertainment industry. To find out how you can become a Performing Arts Angel
and support the School of Performing Arts students, please contact our office at 316-978-3945 or
give online at www.wichita.edu/give.

We apologize in advance for any omission or errors in this list. Please bring corrections to the attention of Ann Marie
Siegwarth at annmarie.siegwarth@wichita.edu or 316-978-3945. Listings may shift from one program to another
depending on the timing and receipt of gifts.

Giving for August 2021 - September 2022

PRODUCER ($1,000 + )
Marty & Donna Perline

Pam Postier

Michael Bayouth

Stev Overstreet

Sally Ottaway

Gary Wood

Ed & Danette Baker

Anita Jones

Belden & Anna Mills
Christine Kubik

Daniel & Martha Housholder
Julie & Stan Longhofer

Alan & Sharon Fearey
William McKay* & Margaret Fulton-McKay
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