
College:  Liberal Arts & Sciences – Natural Sciences     
 
Department/Program (s):  Biological Sciences      
 
Degree (s) Offered:  BA/BS Biological Sciences  
   MS Biological Sciences  
 
Triggers: MS Biological Sciences graduates (4.4) 
 
Brief Description of Each Degree:  
The undergraduate and graduate programs support the mission of the university through 
offering core curriculum at the undergraduate level and providing advanced experiential and 
classroom education in life science at the graduate level.  The actual descriptions of the degrees 
offered within the Biological Sciences are rather limited within the document. However, the 
following information is a brief summary of the information provided in the WSU 
undergraduate and graduate catalogs:   
 
Undergraduate: Offering a broad and flexible curriculum leading to BA* and BS degrees 
including a field major in biochemistry.  Students can major in Biological Sciences with an 
emphasis in one of the following study areas: a) Biological/Biomedical, b) 
Ecological/Environmental/Organismal, c) Biochemistry, or d) Secondary Education.  The 
undergraduate program prepares students for careers in education, research, environmental 
studies, medicine, and other post-baccalaureate studies.   
 *Note that inclusion of a BA degree was not apparent in the document.  
 
Graduate:  A variety of specialization options are available to students pursuing a MS degree in 
Biological Sciences; these include the areas of ecology, molecular biology, microbiology, cell, 
biology, and environmental biology.  A doctoral degree program is not offered.  Although more 
than 40% of MS graduates reportedly enroll in doctoral study at other universities.  
  
Assessment of Learning Outcomes (for UG and GR):   
BA/BS Biological Sciences – Use of a standardized measure (Field Achievement Test in Biology) 
for the first goal is to be commended; reporting of the number of students scoring at or above 
the mean would be more informative when the total number of students is also known.  The 
expected outcome is unclear for the goal. – Perhaps stating 85% of graduates taking the 
standardized test will score above the mean would be more meaningful.  Also, analysis of Goal 
#4 indicates that 60% ‘strongly agreed’ and 33% ‘somewhat agreed’ with having received a 





Conclusions and Recommendations: 
 

Commendations: 
• The Biological Science Department provides good service to the university through 

foundational biological instruction to university students. 
• The undergraduate degree prepares students for entry in a number of highly desired 

fields including biomedical, biochemical, ecological, and environmental. 
• The thesis-



 
Prior to the next review in 2015:  

• Include the new university exit and alumni surveys in the assessment plan.  This will 
include placement data, salaries, and student satisfaction.   
  

 

 


