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Vadakin was a two-time member on Team USA, a gold medalist at the 1989 

FIQ American Zone Tournament and he was named Bowlers Journal’s 
Amateur of the Year in 1989.  He has also won two titles in the ABC (USBC 

National Open) Championships.  
 

He has attained an astounding 29 perfect games and 12 three-game series 
of 800. His résumé of bowling accomplishments is endless, consisting of 

more achievements than most people will see in their lifetime. 
 

In addition to his prosperous bowling career, Vadakin has a long history of 
success as a coach. He began coaching the WSU Shockers in 1977 and was 

the first certified Gold level bowling coach in college bowling. There are 
currently 16 USBC certified Gold level coaches worldwide.  

 
Vadakin is also the only coach in history to have led a college team to three 

consecutive national championship titles. He accomplished this feat twice; 

once in 1993, 1994 and 1995 and again in 2008, 2009 and 2010. 
 

Not only has he led the Shockers to success, but he helped lead Team USA 
to multiple gold, silver and bronze medals in international tournaments. Most 

notably, Vadakin helped lead Team USA to four gold medals in both 1988 
and 1990 at the FIQ World Youth Championships.  

 
In addition to his induction in the Bowling Coaches Hall of Fame, Vadakin is 

also a member of the Wichita Sports, Kansas Menôs, National Coaches and 
the United States Bowling Congress Halls of Fame. 

 
 

### 

The Rhatigan Student Center has been the major financial and 

administrative supporter of the Wichita State University bowling 
program since 1959. 

 

This message is sent to supporters of the 19-time National Champion Wichita State 

University Shocker Bowling Team. If you received this message in error or would like the 

Rhatigan Student Center to remove you from future Shocker Bowling updates, please send 

an e-mail to: Bowling.news@wichita.edu. 
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